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II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.: New Mexico Township: 42N Range: 9W
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maroon wood frames and painted brown wood surrounds.  The roof of the building itself is covered with wood 

shingles, and the eaves are boxed with painted cream yellow and brown wood trim.  Three large brick chimneys 

are located along the roof ridge.  

The depot's north elevation faces toward the T intersection of Townsend Street and Depot Avenue.  From east-to-

west, this elevation is penetrated by the following doors and windows: a set of paired wood-paneled doors with 

diagonal bead board panels and with single lights in their upper sashes: two 2/2 double-hung sash windows; a set

of paired 2/2 double-hung sash windows, covered by a shed roof extension with curved brackets; a stepped-out 

section beneath the large hip-roofed dormer which contains an east-facing, narrow, stained brown, wood-paneled 

door with an upper sash light and a 2-light transom (this is the main entry into the depot); two 2/2 double-hung 

sash windows, and one 1/1 double-hung sash window, also covered by the shed roof extension with curved 

brackets; a presently non-functional painted cream yellow door with diagonal bead board panels, two upper sash 

lights, and a 6-light transom; another set of paired wood-paneled doors with diagonal bead board panels, upper 

sash lights, an 8-light transom, and flanking 2/2 double-hung sash windows.

The west elevation is penetrated by a narrow wood-paneled door, located within a former garage door opening 

which has been closed off.  This door is flanked by a sidelight, and features diagonal bead board panels and a 6-

light transom.  

The south elevation traditionally faced the railroad tracks, and is now oriented toward a professionally 

landscaped patio and natural area which extends to a pedestrian trail paralleling the San Juan River.  From east-

to-west, this elevation is penetrated by the following doors and windows: A set of paired wood-paneled doors 

with diagonal bead board panels, and upper sash lights, Two single wood-paneled doors, each with an upper 

sash light; two 2/2 double-hung sash windows; a large rectangular gable-roofed bay, with two 2/2 double-hung 

sash windows, and two 1/1 double-hung sash windows; a wood-paneled door with one upper sash light and a 4-

light transom; a non-functional, painted cream yellow wood-paneled door (located directly opposite the identical 

non-functional door on the north elevation); two 2/2 double-hung sash windows; a set of paired, painted cream 

yellow, wood-paneled doors; a set of paired 2/2 double-hung sash windows.  (The two doors and a window near 

the east end of this elevation are covered by a shed roof with curved brackets.)

The east elevation is penetrated by two 2/2 double-hung sash windows, and by a square 12-light window in the 

upper gable end. 

All of the depot's windows feature painted maroon wood frames and painted brown wood surrounds.

22. Architectural style: No Defined Style

Building type:

23. Landscape or special setting features: The Denver and Rio Grande Southern Railroad Depot in Telluride is 

located at the southern end of Townsend Street, just south of the "T intersection of Townsend Street and Depot 

Avenue.  The San Juan River flows generally east-to-west a short distance south of the depot.  A professionally-

landscaped patio and natural area extends from the depot's south (rear) elevation to join a walking trail which 

parallels the river.  This location is near the southeastern corner of the Telluride National Historic Landmark 

District.
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24. Associated buildings, features or objects:  N/A

IV.  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
25. Date of construction: Estimate: 1891 Actual:

Source of information: Sanborn Insurance maps; Simmons, Laurie and Christine Whitacre. Historic Building 

Inventory Record Form, May 1886.

26. Architect: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

27. Builder: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

28. Original owner: Denver and Rio Grande Southern Railroad

Source of information: Simmons, Laurie and Christine Whitacre. "Historic Building Inventory Record Form," 

May 1886.

29. Construction history:

The Denver and Southern Rio Grande Railroad Depot in Telluride was built circa 1891, with the arrival of Otto 

Mears' railroad which connected with the Denver and Rio Grande at Ridgeway.  The building stood largely as 

originally built, eventually falling into disuse and allowed to deteriorate, until it was extensively renovated in the 

early 1990s.

30. Original location:
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A plaque, placed near the depot in 1991, presents the following concise narrative, written by Richard L. Dorman, 

relating the building's history:

The Depot

The Rio Grande Southern Railroad came to this enchanting area, surrounded by towering grey 

granite mountains, in 1891.  The railroad provided a much-needed life line between the mountain 

mining communities and the smelters, located in the valleys far away.

The depot was built in the early 1890s, with additions made to the building over the years to 

handle the growing traffic.  Two passenger trains a day, along with the constant freight traffic, 

were handled by the depot.

A picturesque structure, the depot is beautifully proportioned and unusual in architectural 

appearance - different from other Rio Grande Southern stations.  This historic structure 

honoring the integrity of the Rio Grande Southern Railroad is now preserved and maintained.  

The tower, striking in appearance, faced the town and beckoned to all who came her way.  Never 

again will we see engines such as the ten wheelers, consolidations or mikados, scurrying past 

on her tracks.

A new era of transportation has replaced the steam train.  Although the names are different and 

the modes have changed, this depot still serves as a place of welcome and hospitality for 

Telluride and the San Juan Mountain Range.

In the summer of 2007, the depot became the new home for the AH HAA School for the Arts, "a [Telluride] 

community center of learning and culture that offers a wide variety of programs and seeks to inspire individuals of

all ages to explore, develop and celebrate their creativity."

36. Sources of information:

Buys, Christian J.  Historic Telluride in Rare Photographs.  Ouray: Western Reflections, Inc., 1998.

Denver Public Library, Western History and Genealogy, DPL Western History Photos database.     

http://www.photoswest.org

Dorman, Richard L.  Author of plaque narrative, 1991.

Pera, Davine (comp.). Conversations at 9,000 Feet A Collection of Oral Histories From Telluride, Colorado. Ouray: 

Western Reflections Publishing Company, 2000.

San Miguel County Assessor records.

San Miguel County Property Appraisal Record.

Sanborn Insurance maps, August 1886, October 1890, February 1893, December 1899, July 1904, November 1908, 

October 1922. 

Simmons, Laurie and Whitacre, Christine.  Historic Building Inventory Record, May 1986.

http://www.photoswest.org/
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VI.SIGNIFICANCE

37. Local landmark designation: Yes No 
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VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Individually Eligible

Local landmark eligibility field assessment: Eligible / Contributing to District

45. Is there National Register district potential? Yes 
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Sketch Map
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Location Map
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